
- Please take your copy of God’s Word and turn with me to Acts 8:1-8; and if 
you are able, please stand in honor of the reading of the Word of God 

- [Pray] 

- Last week we talked about Finishing Well through persecution.  Over the last 
several weeks We’ve looked at Persevering through Persecution, Defending 
the Faith through Persecution and then Finishing Well through Persecution. 

- And there are 3 Actions one must take, based on the example of Stephen in 
Acts 7, in order to Finish Well through Persecution.  Stay Focused on the 
Lord, Proclaim Who you See and Pray to the End! 

- And we began in verse 54 with how Stephen Stayed  

1. Focused on The Lord - v54-55 
- The religious leaders that Stephen had shared with were obstinate, their 

hearts have not been changed - they took great pride in circumcision as a 
sign of belonging to God but the true sign of those who belong to God is 
their hearts are changed.  And until your heart is changed, you don’t know 
God 

- You killed those who announced the coming of The Messiah and you killed 
The Messiah! You resist the Holy Spirit, you persecute those sent to you and 
you YOU DON’T EVEN KEEP THE LAW! 

- Well how did they respond?  NOT VERY WELL.  It says they were cut to the 
quick and they began gnashing their teeth at Him.  

- They’re angry and read to blow up.  In their minds they’ve been issued insult 
after insult and the reality is Stephen spoke the truth and turned their 
condemnation of him onto them.  They were the ones blaspheming God and 
not truly obeying the law. 

- So how does Stephen respond here - he stays focused on the Lord.  Being 
Full of the Holy Spirit… this was Stephen’s Pattern… he let the Holy Spirit 
Guide and direct.  This is how he lived his life.   

- His focus is on the Lord! And He sees his Savior… Jesus Christ… standing at 
the right hand of God. 
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- Stephen is Focused on the Lord regardless of the response of the Religious 
Leaders and as a result gets to see some things that very few people in 
Scripture got to see while still alive… 

- We then looked at how Stephen…  

2. Proclaimed Who he Saw - v56 
- He proclaimed who he saw regardless of the results.  
- So, he said, I see the Heavens opened up - I’m looking right into heaven 

itself and I see the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. 
- Stephen is telling them, I see the Son of Man - Jesus, the one that you 

crucified, standing at the right hand of God.  
- By this point Steven knows what is coming from them.  But it again, it 

doesn’t matter to him.  
  
- 2 Corinthians 12:10 - 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with 

insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; 
for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

- Stephen felt as Paul did in 2 Corinthians 12 - it didn’t matter what 
weaknesses, insults, distresses, persecutions or difficulties came his way… 
he was going to proclaim WHO he saw regardless of what it would cost 
him…   

- [Pause] - we then closed by saying that you finish well by…  

3. Praying to the End - 57-60 
- You pray to the end regardless of retribution!   
- Not wanting to hear any more, they rushed at him while screaming and 

drove him out of the city. 

- Luke tells us that they laid their robes at the feet of a young man named 
Saul and they begin to stone him. 

- And as Stephen is being stoned, … He prayed.  You see Stephen was full of 
the Spirit - so it makes sense that he would pray.  And the last thing he says 
is this… Do not hold this sin against them… then he dies. 

- That is Finishing Well through Persecution.  This morning I want to look at 
The Effects of Persecution… what happens as a result of the persecution of 
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Stephen and the Apostles / as well as the persecution that arises against 
the church 

- And we begin by looking at the first effect…and that is that…  

1. The Church is Scattered - v.1-3 
- When we left off last week, those who were stoning Stephen had laid their 

robes at the feet of this man Saul. And Luke is now telling us that Saul was 
in hearty agreement with putting Stephen to death. 

- We will see soon enough / that Saul did not like Christians… in fact He hated 
Christians / and would do everything he could to eliminate them / or get 
them out of the way. 

- Sounds like many in our culture / and in our world today.  They don’t love 
Christ, they don’t love His Word, they certainly don’t love nor do they 
appreciate the clarity of His Word as it relates to social issues in particular. 

- But they can’t stand Christians who proclaim the clarity of that Word / and 
stand upon its truth.  They want to see Christians marginalized and left 
without a voice.   

- Now they claim tolerance for all, but when it comes to Christians / and what 
they have to say, / that tolerance flies out the window. 

- This was Saul.  
  
- Now back in Matthew 24 / Jesus is speaking and He says - 9 "Then they will 

deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of My name. 10 "At that time many will fall away and will 
betray one another and hate one another. 

- The Apostles were warned that persecution & death would happen by their 
Master Himself - so they knew this day would come / and they had 
experienced it some already…  

- Now look at the rest of verse 1… And on that day a great persecution 
began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

- So the persecution spreads from the Apostles to now all those who are part 
of the Church.  The individual members of the church themselves. Jesus said 
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again in John 15 - 20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not 
greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; 
if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 "But all these things they 
will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know the One who 
sent Me. 

- So this time of persecution was destined to come - and it came for the 
Apostles / and now it is here for the church.   

- Persecution comes and it scatters the church.  So the church is spread out 
from Jerusalem / except for the Apostles. 

- Now, this doesn’t mean that every member of the church was now gone and 
that the Apostles were a church to themselves.  There are other scriptures 
that show there were still people there in Jerusalem that needed to be 
ministered to.  For example…  

- Later, after Saul becomes Paul, we read this in Acts 9:26 - 26 When he 
(Paul) came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but 
they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. (11:22; 
15:4; 21:17) 

- So the Church is scattered throughout the surrounding regions except for 
the Apostles.  They maned their post.  They stood strong despite what was 
happening around them.   

- It would have been easy for them to go I’m sure.  But they knew their job 
was right there.  Romans 14:8 - Whether we live or die we are the Lord’s! 

- Now it says that Saul had a hearty dislike — but we also see that the 
Apostles had a faithful devotion.  It’s interesting because the term scattered 
in verse 1 means - scattered in order to be planted.   

- The Christians from the Jerusalem church scattered to surrounding regions 
to plant the seeds of the gospel and the Apostles and some others stayed in 
order to do the same and to continue to share the message.  [Pause] 

- You know there’s a lot of work to be done here at our church.  And I want 
you to ask yourself… Are you planted at First Southern?  No matter the 
cost… or are you just looking at this as temporary… now you may not think 
that… but what are you actions saying? 
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- Are they saying, “I’m all in!”? Or are they saying, “I’m gonna wait and 
see?  The Apostles were all in!  The Christians from the Jerusalem 
Church, though forced out of Jerusalem - were all in.  

- Well what happens next, the text says that some devout men made loud 
lamentation over Stephen’s death / which is likely some type of protest… 
and then Luke writes 

- (Verse 3) But Saul began ravaging the Church, entering house after house, 
and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.   

- A hearty dislike of believers by Saul / is contrasted with A faithful devotion 
of the Apostles / to stay in Jerusalem / despite the persecution / but once 
the persecution began, we see a devastating consequence of people being 
drug off by force and put into prison.  

  
- The term Ravaging means - to destroy, to ruin, to damage - it described the 

destruction of a city and mangling by a wild beast.  
- Paul almost destroyed the Jerusalem church.  But notice where Luke says 

they went at the end of verse 1 - Judea & Samaria. 

- Anybody remember what Acts 1:8 says - “but you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria… despite the persecution God’s plan 
for getting the gospel out and making disciples is still on track…  

- And with that we move from the effect of the Church Scattered to the 2nd 
effect / and that is… 

2. The Word is Spread - v.4-7 
- And with that we have a transition from a Jewish focus / to a Gentile 

Focus / as the Word is Spread around the region and we see 
- A Faithfulness Displayed.  The Christians from the Jerusalem Church went 

about preaching the gospel in other places. 

- How easy would it have been to just shut down, to stop evangelizing all 
together… but that’s not what they did.   

 of 5 9



- Instead, they launched the first missions movement of the church.  
Persecution did not stop or appear to discourage them but rather 
strengthened and empowered their message.   

- Their actions reminded me of what Jesus said in Matthew 6:25  
- "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what 

you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 
"Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth 
much more than they? 27 "And who of you by being worried can add a 
single hour to his life? 28 "And why are you worried about clothing? 
Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 
29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself 
like one of these. 30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much 
more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What 
will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 
32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

- These persecuted believers knew God would take care of them - despite the 
persecution - and that it was their job to get the message out.  

- Now the Greek word there for preaching in verse 4 means to bring good 
news, to announce glad tidings / especially the glad tidings of the coming 
kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and 
of what relates to this salvation. 

- They were faithfully sharing the complete Gospel / of Faith in Christ / and 
living in Obedience to His commands. 

- And we are given in verse 5 an example of that faithfulness in Philip / who 
went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 

- Right on track and in God’s perfect timing…  

- You see Philip was faithful in his responsibilities with the Hellenistic widows 
and now he was given greater responsibilities with the people of Samaria. 
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- Just like Stephen… he was also faithful in his responsibilities with the widows 
and he was given greater ministry opportunities as well. It reminds me of 
what is said in Luke 10…  

In Luke 16: 10-12 we read … 10 "He who is faithful in a very little thing is 
faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is 
unrighteous also in much. 11 "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the 
use of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you? 12 "And if 
you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another's, who will give 
you that which is your own? 

- Proclaiming here means - to be a herald, to officiate as a herald, used of the 
public proclamation of the gospel and matters pertaining to it 

- Philip was preaching Christ and people were listening… look at verse 6… The 
crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip as 
they heard and saw the signs which he was performing.  

- These miracles gave authentication to his Words as coming from God as he 
was God’s messenger. 

- Now the Jews didn’t like the Samaritans - the Samaritans were a mix of Jew 
and Gentile and had roots in idolatry but at this time that was no longer the 
case. 

- During Jesus’s earthly ministry he told a Samaritan woman that He was the 
Messiah —- to the Jews / then / that would have been a no no — but she 
said to Jesus / that she was looking for the Messiah. 

- And this showed that the Gospel was going to go beyond just the Jewish 
people… which is what He would later say in Acts 1:8 

- So Philip comes to Samaria and preaches Christ and the people are 
responding and being healed… some physically and spiritually.   

- Verse 7 says… 7 For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were 
coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been 
paralyzed and lame were healed. 

- The demon possessed are set free, the paralyzed and the lame are healed.  
Persecution in Jerusalem has pushed the gospel to the regions beyond / and 
it is being planted in those areas and bearing fruit. 
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- Church, the gospel is the power of God unto Salvation!  Paul would say this 
in Romans 1:16 - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 

- Paul said it and lived it and Philip exemplified it as well.  [Pause] 

- What are the effects of persecution?  Effect # 1: The Church is Scattered… 
scattered in order to be planted; Effect # 2: The Word is Spread - the gospel 
is getting out just as Jesus said it would before He ascended and last of all: 
Effect # 3…  

3. The People are Rejoicing - v.8 
- Much - The impact of what was happening was widespread.  Hebrews 4:12 

says - For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-
edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.  

- When the Word of God, does the Work of God, by the Spirit of God people’s 
hearts are changed,… their LIVES are changed.   

- There’s a healing that takes place / in them / that brings rejoicing.  The sin 
that they had been trapped in they are now freed from. 

CLOSING 
- So what? What do we do with what we have just heard?  You can begin by 

asking yourself: 
- 1. Am I prepared to be persecuted?  Am I prepared to suffer for the cause 

of Christ? 
- 2 Timothy 3:12 - 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

be persecuted.  
- John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 

hated you. 19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because 
of this * the world hates you. 20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A 
slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you 
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- Are you prepared to be persecuted? If not - get ready!  Immerse yourself in 
the Word and in the Church.  Iron sharpens Iron - we need each other… we 
are one body! 

- Are you prepared? If not-get ready!  If yes, are you prepared to persevere 
like the Apostles - to stay despite the difficulty?  If not, same advice 
applies… immerse yourself in the Word and in the church.  

- Are you prepared? If yes, are you ready to be scattered?  Scattered with 
the intent of planting the gospel in other places?  Maybe that means a 
move?   

- Maybe it doesn’t mean a move but perhaps a greater use in this area? 
- Are you prepared to be persecuted?  Are you prepared to persevere?  Are 

you prepared to scatter?   

- Finally, Are we seeing rejoicing at the Work the Lord is doing?
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